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MINE RESCUE SQUADS 
(INCOME TAX) 

65. Mr. Errol1 asked the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer how awards for gallantry 
to volunteer and paid mine rescue squads, 
respectively, are treated for Income Tax 
purposes under his regulations. 

The Financial Secretary to the Treasury 
(Mr. Douglas Jay): I am not aware of 
any such awards. 

Mr. En-oil : If such awards are made 
how will they be treated for tax purposes? 

Mr. Jay:  That is a hypothetical 
question. 

JORDAN AND ISRAEL 
(GOVERNMENT 

{DECISION) 

Mr. De Chair (by Private Notice) asked 
the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
in view of our military commitments to 
defend the frontiers of the Kingdom of 
Jordan, whether His Majesty's Govern- 
ment were consulted by our ally, King 
Abdullah of Jordan, before he annexed 
the Arab-held parts of Palestine and 
whether he will make a statement. 

The Minister of State (Mr. Younger) : 
His Majesty's Government in the United 
Kingdom have been officially informed 
by the Government of the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan of the union of the 
Kingdom of Jordan and of that p a n  of 
Palestine under Jordan occupation and 
control. The Jordan Government, in 
this communication, have stated that an 
Act providing for this union was 
unanimously adopted on 24th April by 
the Jordan Assembly, which is composed 
of representatives of both these territories, 
and received the Royal Assent on the 
same day. His Majesty's Government 
have decided to accord formal recogni- 
tion to this union. They take this 
opportunity of declaring that they regard 
the provisions of the Anglo-Jordan 
Treaty of Alliance of 1948 as applicable 
to all the territory included in the union. 

This action is subject to explanation 
on two points. The first of these points 
relates to the frontier between this 
territory and Israel. This frontier has not 
yet been finally determined. The existing 
boundary is the line laid down in the 
Armistice Agreement signed between 

Israel and Jordan on 3rd April, 1949, 
and is subject to any modification which 
may be agreed upon by the two States 
under the terms of that Agreement, or 
of any final settlement which may replace 
it. Until, therefore, the frontier between 
Israel and Jordan is determined by a 
final settlement between them His 
Majesty's Government regard the 
territory to which the Anglo-Jordan 
Treaty is applicable as being bounded by 
the Armistice Line, or any modification 
of it which may be agreed upon by the 
two parties. 

The second point relates to Jerusalem. 
The part of Palestine which is now united 
to the Kingdom of Jordan includes a 
portion of the area defined in the Resolu- 
tion on the internationalisation of 
Jerusalem adopted by the General 
Assembly of the United Nations on 9th 
December, 1949. His Majesty's Govern- 
ment wish to state that, pending a final 
determination of the status of this area, 
they are unable to recognise Jordan 
sovereignty over any part of it. They do, 
however, recognise that Jordan exercises 
de  facto authority in the part occupied by 
her. They consider, therefore, that the 
Anglo-Jordan Treaty applies to this part, 
unless or until the United Nations shall 
have established effective authority there. 
His Majesty's Government's obligations. 
under the Treaty are, of course, subject 
always to their overriding obligations 
under the United Nations Charter. 

His Majesty's Government wish to add 
that they have no intention of requesting 
the establishment of military bases in 
peace time within the area of Palestine 
now united to the Kingdom of Jordan. 

His Majesty's Government have also 
decided to accord de  jure recognition to 
the State of Israel, subject to explanations 
on two points corresponding to those 
described above in regard to the case of 
Jordan. These points are as follows. 
First, that His Majesty's Government are 
unable to recognise the sovereignty of 
Israel over that part of Jerusalem which 
she occupies, though, pending a final 
determination of the status of the area, 
they recognise that Israel exercises 
de facto authority in it. Secondly, that 
His Majesty's Government cannot regard 
the present boundaries between Israel, and 
Egypt, Jordan, Syria and the Lebanon 
as constituting the definitive frontiers of 
Israel, as these boundaries were laid 
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[MR. YOUNGER.] 
down in the Armistice Agreements con- 
cluded severally between Israel and each 
of these States, and are subject to any 
modifications which may be agreed upon 
under the terms of those Agreements, 
or of any final settlements which may 
replace them. 

In announcing these two acts of recog- 
nition, His Majesty's Government wish to 
reaffirm their conviction that the problem 
of Palestine is capable of solution by 
peaceful means, given good will and 
understanding on the part of all the 
parties concerned. I t  is their earnest 
hope that the steps they have now taken 
will help to create stability in the areas 
concerned, and will, therefore, make a 
contribution towards the peace of the 
Middle East as a whole. 

Mr. Churchill: Does not the hon. 
Gentleman realise that Dr. Weizmann and 
King Abdullah have both, over the vicis- 
situdes of 20 or 30 years, shown them- 
selves always staunch friends to this 
country, and will he avail himself to the 
full of the possibilities of bringing these 
two eminent men into the closest har- 
monious contact? A m  I right in assum- 
ing that that is the general path upon 
which the Government are embarked and 
which is expressed in the statement to 
which we have just listened? 

Mr. Younger: Yes, Sir, the right hon. 
Gentleman is quite correct, and I am 
glad to associate myself with the remarks 
he made about His Majesty King 
Abdullah and Dr. Weizmann. 

Mr. De Chair: May I thank the hon. 
Gentleman for his very full and interest- 
ing reply, and ask if he would consider 
offering the services of the Government 
to call a conference of all the Middle East 
countries involved in an attempt to try 
to get a workable settlement of out- 
standing problems which he has men- 
tioned, such as the future of Jerusalem 
and the closing of the canal and the pipe 
line, as no two of these Middle East 
countries seem to be agreed; and 
thereby make a positive contribution, as 
he has suggested, to the solidarity of the 
area, which is essential to resisting the 
spread of Communisn~ in the Middle 
East? 

Mr. Younger: We hope the action we 
are announcing today will help towards 

reaching agreement over some of the 
many problems in the Middle East, but I 
do not think I can commit myself to the 
view that a conference a t  the present 
moment is necessarily the best way of 
settling the outstanding difficulties we 
know to exist. 

Mr. Churchill : In view of the state- 
ment which has been made, will the hon. 
Gentleman and the Government recon- 
sider the decision to give or sell 110 jet 
aircraft to the Egyptian Government? 

Mr. Younger: 1 think the right hon. 
Gentleman will appreciate that the whole 
question of the supply of arms in the 
Middle East is one which is under con- 
stant consideration. I do not think I 
have got anything to add in that connec- 
tion to the statement I have just made. 

Mr. Churchill: Perhaps the hon. 
Gentleman will bring it to the notice of 
the Prime Minister, who may possibly 
have heard the question? I t  is a very 
important one. Might he not discuss 
with the Egyptian Government the stop- 
page of tankers passing through the 
Canal, which are deeply needed to get 
the Haifa refinery into working order? 

Mr. Younger: These are, of course, 
among the more important of the numer- 
ous difficulties to which I have referred, 
and which are still outstanding, and 
which are under consideration. 

Mr. Sydney Silverman : While con- 
gratulating my hon. Friend on the 
positive and constructive step forward 
in the announcement he has made, may 
I ask if he does not consider that the 
whole question of the supply of arms 
under our treaties with the surrounding 
Arab States might be reconsidered, and, 
indeed, suspended, until, at any rate, such 
time as they are prepared to negotiate 
treaties of peace with the State of Israel, 
to which we have now afforded de jure 
recognition? 

Mr. Younger: I take note of my hon. 
Friend's views, but I do not think that 
any comment from me is called for in 
connection with the statement. 

Earl Winterton: Is the hon. Gentleman 
aware that some of us who have had 
many intimate connections with these 
parts in the past, welcome his announce- 
ment, and are entirely in agreement with 
the point, which is an entirely non-party 
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one, put by the Leader of the Opposition, 
and believe that the State of Israel and 
the State of Jordan are by far the most 
stable States in the Middle East, and that 
first things should come first, and that, a 
treaty between them should be the object 
of His Majesty's Government as far as 
His Majesty's Government are able to 
influence it? 

Major Legge-Bourke : Speaking strictly 
for myself, may I say to the hon. Gentle- 
man that I consider the de jure recogni- 
tion of Israel to be the most hideous 
betrayal of all those men who fought in 
Palestine in the past? 

Earl Winterton : With regard to my 
question, does the hon. Gentleman agree 
that that should be the object of His 
Majesty's Government? 

Mr. Younger : Of course His Majesty's 
Government wish to see an agreement be- 
'tween Israel and all the neighbouring 
States. 

Several Hon. Members rose- 

Mr. Speaker : I hope that we may 
finish with this now without sounding any 
more discordant notes. 

STRIKE, LONDON DOCKS 

Mr. Eden (by  Private Notice) asked 
the Minister of Labour whether he has 
any further statement to make on the 
strike position in the London Docks. 

The Minister of Labour (Mr. Isaacs): 
There is little material change to report. 
The number of men not working this 
morning was 14,393. 

Mr. Martin Lindsay : Is the right lion. 
Gentleman now prepared to state whether 
his advice is that it is a legal or an illegal 
strike? 

Mr. Isaacs: I want to be quite frank 
with the House, and I ask them to forgive 
me if I say that it would not be wise for 
me to answer that question at this 
moment. 

Mr. Henry Strauss : Will the right hon. 
Gentleman now answer the question that 
he was unable to answer on Tuesday? 
Has the expulsion of the three men from 
the union ended their employment at the 
docks? 

Mr. Isaacs: I am sorry that I was not 
able to give a definite answer the other 
day. I have made inquiries, and expul- 
sion from the union makes no difference 
at all to their right of employment. There 
is nothing in the scheme to prevent their 
re-employment. 

Mr. Sydney Silverman: Can my right 
hon. Friend conceivably be right about 
that? Is he really saying that employ- 
ment in the docks is possible nowadays 
for labourers who are not members of 
the appropriate trade union? 

Mr. Isaacs : The answer I have given 
is given upon proper inquiries of all par- 
ties concerned, and it is quite conceivable 
that I am right. 

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE 
Mr. Eden : Can the Leader of the 

House tell us the Business for next week? 
The Lord President of the Council (Mr. 

Herbert Momson): Yes, Sir. The Busi- 
ness for next week will be as follows: 

MONDAY, IST MAY-Supply (I  l th  
Allotted Day), Committee. 

Debate on Anglo-Canadian Trade 
until about seven o'clock, and afterwards 
Debate on the problem of road haulage. 

TUESDAY, ~ N D  MAY-Second Reading 
of the Highways (Provision of Cattle- 
Grids) Bill, and Committee stage of the 
necessary Money Resolution. 

Completion of the Committee stage of 
the Distribution of Industry Bill ; and 
consideration of Motions to approve the 
Timber (Charges) (No. 11) Order, and 
the draft Police Pensions Regulations and 
similar Regulations for Scotland. 

WEDNESDAY, ~ R D  MAY-Second Read- 
ing ot the High Court and County 
Courts Judges Bill [Lords], and Commit- 
tee stage of the necessary Money Resolu- 
tion. 

Committee stage of the Coal-Mining 
(Subsidence) Money Resolution, and con- 
sideration of Motion to approve the 
National Assistance (Determination of 
Need) Amendment Regulations. 

THURSDAY, ~ T H  MAY-Supply (12th 
Allotted Day), Committee. 

Debate on the Ministry of Education 
Estimate. 

FRIDAY, ~ T H  MAY-Consideration of 
Private Members' Motions. 


